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This mark scheme contains the instructions and marking guidance that our examiners used to mark 
candidate responses for this component.  
 
Before they start marking, examiners complete a standardisation process. They review a range of candidate 
responses and discuss the mark scheme in detail to agree which answers can and cannot be accepted. 
Examiners award marks where it is clear that candidate responses have met the requirements of the mark 
scheme. These requirements may vary between different components or different versions of the same 
component, depending on the exact requirements of the question and the candidate responses seen during 
the standardisation process.  
 
Sometimes, our mark schemes may allow marks to be awarded to responses which contain elements that 
are factually incorrect or for content not covered by the syllabus. We do this in response to the demands of a 
specific question to support candidates and make sure that our assessments are fair. However, these 
allowances should not be used as a guide for teaching and learning.  
 
We cannot discuss the mark scheme with schools, and we recommend that schools read the mark scheme 
together with the assessment material and the Principal Examiner Report for Teachers. 
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General marking principles 
 

All examiners must apply these marking principles when marking candidate responses.  
 

1 Examiners must award marks for each response in line with: 
 

• the specific content defined in the mark scheme  

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the level descriptions  

• the standard of response required as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

2 Examiners must award whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

3 Examiners must award marks positively. This means that: 
 

• marks are not deducted for errors or omissions 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers as defined in the mark scheme and also for other valid answers which go beyond the 
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme referring to your team leader as appropriate  

• the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar are judged only when the mark scheme indicates that these features are specifically 
assessed in the question. However, the meaning of all responses must be unambiguous. 

4 Examiners must consistently apply the requirements of the mark scheme and any rules for what to do when candidates have not followed 
instructions correctly. 

5 Examiners must use the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme, unless limited by the quality of the candidate responses seen. 

6 Examiners must award marks according to the mark scheme and must not award marks with grade thresholds or grade descriptions in 
mind. 
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Annotations guidance for centres 
 
Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the 
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring 
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and 
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.  
 
We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note that there may 
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an 
indication of the quality of the response.  
 
The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.  
 
Annotations 
 

Annotation  Meaning  

  
Credit for good language or content point  

  
Incorrect  

  Omission  

  If the examiner considers the answer to be more correct than incorrect, then ‘benefit of doubt’ is given.  

    Irrelevant  

  

Meaning unclear or illegible  

  Used to show that blank pages have been seen  

Highlighter  Highlight     

On-page 
comment  

Wrong question number given by candidate   
Used to explain adjustment of quality of language mark (Questions 3 and 4) 
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Annotation  Meaning  

Off-page 
comment  

Used to make a holistic comment about the script   

 
Word limit, do not credit content beyond this point (Question 5) 

 Repetition 
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1 General Marking Notes 

1.1 Annotations in RM Assessor 

Question 1 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.  
Annotate the script where necessary. 

Question 2 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.  
Annotate the script where necessary. 

Questions 
3 and 4 
 
 
 

Content marks 

• In the mark input box on the right-hand side of the screen, click on the question that you are about to mark. 

• Annotate each correct point with a tick. 

• Use the LM annotation to indicate any phrases which are copied directly from the passage. 

• The number of ticks for each item (a, b, c etc.) will be added up for you and the total will appear beneath the tick annotation 
in the toolbar. Enter the mark (or NR as appropriate) for each item in the mark input box. 

 
Quality of Language Mark 

• Click on 3L or 4L as appropriate in the mark input box.  

• If no adjustment needs to be made to the Quality of Language mark, enter the mark in the mark input box without 
annotating the script. 

• If any items have scored zero or NR for content, insert an on-page comment (text box) on the script under 
the last item in the question. Type in the details of the Quality of Language mark, e.g.: 

 
  5–2 = 3  
 OR 
  min 1 

• Then enter the Quality of Language mark in the mark input box for  
Question 3L / Question 4L.  

T 
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Question 5 • If the answer to 5a exceeds 150 words, insert a slash after the 150th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
• If the answer to 5b exceeds 50 words, insert a slash after the 50th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
 
Summary 

• Annotate each correct point with a tick up to a maximum of 10 ticks. 

• The number of ticks will be added up for you and the total will appear beneath the tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the 
mark (or NR as appropriate) in the mark input box for Question 5a. 

 
Personal response 

• Enter the mark for Personal response in the mark input box for Question 5b.  
 
Quality of Language 

• Enter the mark for Quality of Language in the mark input box for Question 5L. 

1.2 Standardisation sample: to be completed and submitted by xxx. Your Team Leader will get in touch by phone or RM Assessor messaging 
system to provide feedback.  

1.3 Batch 1: 40% of your scripts to be marked by xxx. 

1.4 Batch 2: all scripts to be marked by xxx. 

1.5 Please send your Assistant Examiner report to your Team Leader by the Batch 2 deadline (by email). 

1.6 Once the marking ‘for real’ starts, RM Assessor depends on your Team Leader being able to constantly monitor your marking and feed back 
to you about marking errors and misinterpretations of the Mark Scheme so that you can take corrective action. You must not, therefore, mark 
more than 20 scripts per day for the first week of marking. 
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2 General Marking Principles 

2.1 Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the Detailed Mark Scheme provided on the following pages. You will 
need to consider all alternative answers and unexpected approaches in candidates' scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate 
the required elements, in consultation with the Principal Examiner if necessary, and award marks accordingly. 

2.2 Crossing out: 
 

(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct. 
 

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work. 

2.3 More than one response offered by the candidate in Questions 1 and 2: 
 

If a candidate gives more than one response to any of the items in Question 1 or Question 2 and does not indicate which is their final 
response, mark as follows: 
 
Both answers correct = 1 mark 
One answer correct and one answer incorrect = 0 marks 

2.4 No response and '0' marks 
 

There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor. 
 

  Award NR (No Response): 

• If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 

• If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. 'can’t do' or 'don’t know') or  
• If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark). 

 

  Award 0: 

• If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or any 
working that does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not. 
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Detailed Mark Scheme 
 
Section 1 
 

Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 1 

1(a) 1 تراجُع، تأدُّر، تخلُّف  

1(b)  ك، التَّخرةإ  الإومال، التَّر!
1  

1(c)  تتكلَّص ،  تنكُص، تكلُّ
1  

1(d)  1 أةسر ، أوون ، أدنى، أقرب  

1(e)  الحدًثة، المػاصرة، الجدًدة 
1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 2 (synonyms/antonyms) 
The candidates must find, where possible, a single word equivalent to/opposite of the words given. 
Accept minor spelling errors. 

2(a)  .إِنَّىا جزٌ؏ من الحضارة 
1  

2(b)  .تختلف من امرأة إلى أدرى 
1  

2(c) .ز صحة الكلإ  لكد غزَّ
1  

2(d)  .ل رًا في زةادة الدَّد!  تُمَثِ ل دَو!
1  

2(e)  .ياقَي!ن   1 في وذًَ!نِ السِ 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 3 
Candidates must not copy word for word from the text. 

3(a)  2  

  1 أن تكون إقامَتُه مُؤقتةً/ ليسئ دائمة. 

  1 لا ترتاِط بأيِ  أنشطة تُحكِ ق له غائِدًا مادةًّا. 

3(b)  2  

لَة في بلد ما.    1 انخِقاض قِيمَة الػُم!

ر.  فوغة الَأج!   1 تَمَتُّع بػض موظقي الشركات بإِجازات سنوةة مَد!

3(c)  2  

 لا ًتقق.  
1  

دِوار السياخة ونُموِ وا   استػمال التكنيات الحدًثة سيؤدي إلى از!
 مُستكالًب.  

1  

3(d)  2  

ن مستوى الرِ ضا غن خياته الشخصية.     1 تُحسِ 

ن قدرته غلى تَجنُّإ الأفكار السلايَّة.     1 تُحسِ 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

3(e)  2  

 تَك!وةن صداقات جدًدة. 
1  

  1 تػزةز التقاوُم بين الناس. 

3(f)  3  

ان المَحلِ يين.     1 دَل!ق فُرص غَمَل للسكَّ

  1 وتحسين قدرة المواطنين الشرائية  

ل الشخصي.    1 زةادة الدَّد!

3(g)  2  

   الحِقاظ غلى المَناظِر الطايػية. 

مل بالطاقة الكىربائية النظيقة   لٍ تَػ!    تطوةر وسائل نَك!
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Quality of Language – Accuracy [5] 
 

5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 

prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
 Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language  
 
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers. 
 
A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not 
determine the Quality of Language mark. 
 
Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark. 
 
Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of 
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:  
 

Total Content marks available on questions 
where a candidate scores 0 

Reduce Quality of Language mark by: 

2–3 1 

4–5 2 

6–7 3 

8–14 4 

15 5 

 
Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks 
only if 0 Content marks). 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 4 
Candidates must not copy word for word from the text. 

4(a)  2  

تاط بمرخلة زمنية محددة.  سِمي/ نشاط مُر!   1 نشاط مَو!

ضع لظروف مػينة *أومىا الطكس(.     1 نشاط ةَخ!

4(b)  2  

بِئة *لم ةكن لىا وجود(.     1 انتكال أَو!

  1 رفػئ من مُستوةات التوتُّر والكلق. 

4(c)  2  

ض رسوم إضافية *لزةارة الأماكن السياخية(.    1 فَر!

يَّاح المُخالقين(.   ض غرامات *غلى السُّ   1 فَر!

4(d)  2  

  1 نػم  

عُ في وَلائِىم وان!تِمائِىم إلى بُل!دانىم.    قرارات تُشَكِ 
1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

4(e)  2  

 رفع الضرةاة غلى المواطنين. 
1  

رائِيَّة. إضػاف قدرة المواطنين    الشِ 
1  

4(f)  3  

  1 . مامة تحئ الما؏انتشار الكُ  

  1 . جانيةر! ػاب المَ لبف الش ِ ت! إِ  

  1 . رممارسة الصيد الجائِ  

4(g)  2  

ووم.ح! نَ مشاغر الػضإ والاستيا؏   ةُشػِل   1  

.السياخة ًؤدي إلى رَف!ض     1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Quality of Language – Accuracy [5] 
 

5 Very good 
Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions, 
word order). 

4 Good 
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 
accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of adjectives. 
Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 

 



9680/22 Cambridge International A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

May/June 2026  

 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026 Page 17 of 22  
 

Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language  
 
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers. 
 
A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not 
determine the Quality of Language mark. 
 
Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark. 
 
Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of 
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:  
 

Total Content marks available on questions 
where a candidate scores 0 

Reduce Quality of Language mark by: 

2–3 1 

4–5 2 

6–7 3 

8–14 4 

15 5 

 
Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks 
only if 0 Content marks). 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 5 
 
Length of 5(a) + 5(b) (Summary and Personal Response) 
 

• Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line. 

• If the answer to either (a) or (b) is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely. 

• If the answer to 5(a) exceeds 150 words, insert a slash line after the 150th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 

• If the answer to 5(b) exceeds 50 words, insert a slash line after the 50th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
 
Content marks – Summary 
Indicate with a tick in the body of the text the point being rewarded. Do not penalise ‘lifting’ for content marks in this exercise, but excessive 
reliance on the text will reduce the language mark. 
The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum of 10 points): 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

5(a)  .رار الاق!تِصادِةَّة للسياخة ي!ن السابكَي!ن مُايِ نًا القَوائِد والَأض!  لخِ ص النصَّ
مػًا. ةجإ أن ًتضمن التلخيص   ينِ لنصَّ ا ًُلَخِ ص أَن!  التلميذ  غلى

 : النكاط التالية
 النص الأول:

ل الوطني. -1   زةادة الدَّد!

 تحسين ميزانية الدولة. -2

ان المَحلِ يين.  -3  دَل!ق فُرص غَمَل للسكَّ

 تػزةز الاقتصاد المَحلِ ي. -4

رائِيَّة  -5 رة المواطنين الشِ   تحسين قُد!

ل الشخصي. -6   زةادة الدَّد!

  ارتقاع نساة أرباح الشركات. -7

قيَّة. -8  الاستثمار في الاِنيتَي!ن التحتيَّة والقَو!
 النص الثاني:

 أو إغلبقىا.  تحدًد أوقاتٍ لزةارة الأماكن السياخية -1

 الحاجة إلى استثمارات ضخمة. -2

 اللجو؏ إلى الكُروض الخارجية. -3

ك الػمل في قطاغات أدرى مُىمة.  -4  تَر!

10  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

5(a) 
 رَف!ع الضرةاة غلى الشركات التجارةة.   -5

 رَف!ع الضرةاة غلى المواطنين.  -6

  الحد من قدرة الشركات غلى تحكيق الأرباح. -7

رائِيَّة. -8    إضػاف قدرة المواطنين الشِ 

  

Content marks – Response to the Text 
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the response to the original text stimulus and 
the ability to express a personal point of view. Further, more detailed guidance for particular questions will be given to examiners. 

5(b) ؎ل السياخة دادِلَ بلدك أو دارِجَىا؎ ولماذا   ول تُقضِ 
 
 أفضل السياخة دادل بلدي؍ فالسياخة الدادلية:  
 لا تكلِ ف كثيرًا.  -1

 تُوفر الوقئ والجىد.  -2

 تُشػرني بالراخة والأمان.  -3
 تُتيح لي فرصة اكتشاف تارةخ بلدي. -4
غم الاقتصاد المحلي. -5  تَد!

5  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

5(b) 
 

5 Very good  
 Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element of 

flair and imagination, a capacity to express a personal 
point of view. 

4 Good 
 Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates, 

but work still shows an ability to express a range of 
ideas, maintain interest and respond to the issues 
raised. 

3 Sound 
 A fair level of interest and ideas. May concentrate on 

a single issue, but there is still a response to ideas in 
the text. 

2 Below average 
 Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum. May 

disregard the element of response to the text, and 
write a largely unrelated free-composition. 

0–1 Poor 
 Few ideas to offer on the theme. Banal and 

pedestrian. No element of personal response to the 
text. Repeated error. 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Quality of Language – Accuracy [5] 
 

5 Very good 
Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 
prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 
accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 

 

 
 


